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Spring Election – April 6th, 2010 

On Tuesday, April 6th, 2010 the residents of the Village of Port Edwards 
will be selecting three Village Trustees and a Municipal Judge.  Voting 
will take place at the Fire Station from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Village Trustee Candidates 
Jonathan Smith 
Nothing has been more 
challenging and eye-opening than 
serving as a Trustee on the 
Village Board.  My initial 
premise for running for elected 
office was two-fold: utilize my 
experience and leadership to 
serve the community, and (more 
importantly at the time) learn 
how the Village functions and 
operates.  What I learned since 
my first election 4 years ago is 
incredible.  I learned that, as a 
whole, our Village is very well 
run and stretches its tax dollars as 
far as they can feasibly go.  We 
are progressive and cohesive, yet 
fiscally conservative.   This has 
been increasingly important as we 
deal with the mill closure and the 
need to discover the new 
manufacturing segment that will 
bring balance to our small 
Village. 
As a board and a community, we 
are now forced to look at the 
short term and do whatever is 
necessary to get another viable 
industry into the mill site.  I truly 
believe we are making great 
headway towards this goal. 
 Sitting back and waiting for 
'something' to happen 'someday' is 
not a viable option.  As a business 
owner, my biggest asset to the 
board is to provide insight and 
guidance for promoting this 
unique site.  The mill site is one  

 
of our biggest assets in the 
community, and our leadership 
actions of today will pave the 
future path for Port Edwards. 
I have been a resident of the 
Village since 1994 along with my 
wife (Michelle) and our two 
children (Jenifer 15, David 12). 
 
Scott Machotka 
Hello, I am Scott Machotka.  I 
was first elected to the Village 
Board of Trustees in 2002 and 
have proudly served since.  I 
am pleased to sit with a diverse 
group of trustees entrusted to 
serve the citizens in managing the 
Village of Port Edwards.  I am 
very proud to be a citizen of Port 
Edwards.  We are very lucky 
to live in a beautiful Village such 
as ours.  It is my task along with 
the other trustees to continue 
running our Village with fiscal 
restraint in mind.  We have been 
dealt some difficult issues and 
have met them head on.  I will 
continue to be a 
progressive board member and 
strive to better our Village 
while being fiscally responsible.  
I work for the Wood County 
Sheriff’s Department and have 
been a Village resident since 
1994 along with my wife (Lisa) 
 and our three children (Nathan 
16, Cordell 12, Alec 8). 

 Gail Ruesch-Pixler 
Hello, my name is Gail Ruesch-
Pixler and I am running for the 
office of Village Trustee.  I have 
lived in the Village for 16 years 
with my husband Ron and we are 
active members at St. 
Alexander’s Catholic Church. 
We have two daughters, Bliss and 
her husband Matt, who live in 
Verona and work in Madison, and 
Molly, who is a freshman at UW 
Oshkosh. 
When approached about running 
for this position the first thing 
that popped into my head was, 
come always as a servant.  With 
that thought in mind, and after 
consideration, I came to the 
conclusion that coming as a 
servant would be a great way to 
“Restore the full meaning of that 
old word duty as it is the other 
side of rights [in the words of 
Pearl S. Buck]” and I believe this 
sentiment has been lost along the 
way. 
So, why am I running for Village 
Trustee?  I truly feel it is my duty 
to give back to this beautiful 
Village and the people that 
inhabit its banks and also to 
address the concerns of our 
citizens.  I look forward to the 
opportunity to serve as a Village 
Trustee and I would appreciate 
your vote. 



 

Municipal Judge Candidate – Patrick McGrath
I have been the Municipal Judge for the Village of 
Port Edwards for the past two years.  The 
Municipal Court has been working hard to resolve 
ongoing issues with students in our community. 
The school district, police department and the 
court are working together to keep an open line of 
communication with an eye on how to help 
students who have problems be more responsible 
and also help these students be successful in 
school so that they graduate and become 
contributing members of society. 
The Municipal Court system has also increased its 
forfeiture collection rate.  This does not mean that 
our officers have written more citations but that 
we are aggressively pursuing payment of 
forfeitures when a person has been found guilty.  
My clerk has been going back to find citations 
which have not been paid for a number of years 
and we then summon the guilty party to court to 
find out why the payment has not been made.  If 
the person needs a payment plan, the court will 
work with the person to set one up, with the goal 
being that the fine will eventually be paid.  If a 
person simply refuses to pay the fine, they will be 
sent to jail.  So far, we have gone back as far as 
2005 and are not finished. 

My philosophy is that the court does not have to 
be a place to fear, it is a place to resolve problems 
that may have occurred.  Anyone can make a 
mistake.  Once someone appears in court, I try to 
help them to fully understand their rights and how 
the process works (most people do not retain an 
attorney since the attorney fee is usually greater 
than the fine).  I also try to impress upon guilty 
parties that they really don’t want to make 
mistakes of the type which would get them into 
court again. 
In closing, let me say that the Municipal Court is a 
great institution.  It allows people who have a 
citation to make their initial plea and if necessary 
have a trial within about a two month period, in 
Circuit Court this process could take much longer. 
Also the forfeitures in Municipal Court are 
substantially less than those in Circuit Court.  In 
Circuit Court a defendant usually needs an 
attorney, and most people who appear in our 
Municipal Court do not retain an attorney. 
I have enjoyed my time serving the residents of the 
Village of Port Edwards and I hope that you, the 
public, have enough confidence in me and the job 
I do to vote for me on April 6, 2010. 
Sincerely, Patrick J. McGrath  

Riverfront Beautification Project  
 

The Port Edwards Business Council is sponsoring a project to bring back the beauty of 
the flowering crabapple trees along the riverfront parkway in Port Edwards. There are 
approximately 45 flowering trees along the river and about 30 of these are damaged, 
diseased or dying mainly because they are nearly 50 years old. 
 
Present plans call for the planting of 40 new flowering trees along the parkway between Edgewater Nursing 
Home and the YMCA. We have selected 4 varieties of disease resistant trees with white, pink, and purple 
blossoms. 
 
Funding for this project will be largely provided by a Wisconsin Urban Forestry Grant. The amount of this 
grant will depend on the in-kind service provided by volunteers. We need the help of citizens and students to 
help plan, prune, plant and care for the trees after planting. 
 
The students of the Mid-State Technical College Urban Forestry Program will prune existing trees and 
remove dying trees on April 9th.  Planting of the new trees is scheduled to occur on Arbor Day, April 30th. 
 
We need your support! If you are willing to help with the planting of the new trees, please call the Village 
office at 887-3512.  Ralph Lau, Co-coordinator



 

NEWS FROM THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

 
Over the winter, the Police Dept. received complaints 
of motor vehicles and vehicles parked on lawns.  
Personal contact will be made by the Police Dept. and 
if we cannot make contact, a letter will be sent.  Be a 
good neighbor and please take care of any trash and 
inoperable vehicles in your yard.  The normal fine for 
a first offense for this violation is $50.00, and when 
court costs are added in, the fine will total $114.00.   
 
The two Municipal Codes which pertain to the parking 
of motor vehicles and vehicles on one’s property are as 
follows: 
 
10.06 JUNK, CERTAIN VEHICLES AND FIREWOOD . 
(1) PUBLIC NUISANCES DECLARED. The following are 
hereby declared to be public nuisances wherever they 
may be found within the Village. 

(a) Any motor vehicle, truck body, tractor or trailer as 
enumerated in subs. (3) and (4) below and defined in 
sub. (2)(a) and (b) below. 

(2) DEFINITIONS. The words, phrases and terms used in 
this section shall be interpreted as follows: 

(a) Disassembled, Inoperable, Junked or Wrecked 
Motor Vehicles, Truck Bodies, Tractors, Trailers.  
Motor vehicles, truck bodies, tractors or trailers in such 
state of physical or mechanical ruin as to be incapable 
of propulsion or being operated upon the public streets 
or highways. 
(b) Unlicensed Motor Vehicles, Truck Bodies, Tractors 
or Trailers. Motor vehicles, truck bodies, tractors or 
trailers which do not bear lawful current license plates. 
(c) Motor Vehicle. As defined in §340.01(35), Wis. 
Stats. 

(3) STORAGE OF INOPERABLE VEHICLES. 
(a) Restricted. No person shall accumulate, store or 
allow any disassembled, inoperable, junked or wrecked 
motor vehicles, truck bodies, tractors or trailers in the 
open upon any public or private property in the 
Village for a period exceeding 10 days. 
(b) Exceptions. 

(4) STORAGE OF UNLICENSED VEHICLES. 
(a) Restricted. No person shall accumulate, store or 
allow any unlicensed motor vehicle, truck body, tractor 
or trailer in the open upon any public or private 
property in the Village for a period exceeding 10 days. 

 
17.23 TRAFFIC, PARKING AND ACCESS. 
(2) PARKING REQUIREMENTS.  

(d) Surfacing. All off-street parking areas shall be 
graded and surfaced so as to be dust-free and properly 
drained. Any parking area for more than 5 vehicles 
shall have the aisles and spaces clearly marked. 
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Village Garage Sale 
Mark your calendar for the Annual Village-Wide 

Garage Sale on May 15th from 8:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  It is a great time to 
find bargains and visit with friends 
and neighbors.  The restrooms at the 
Village parks will be open all day and 
portable toilets will also be available. 
Please direct shoppers to these 

facilities if they inquire about restrooms.  As there 
will be increased traffic in our community during 
the garage sales, please drive carefully. 

 
Annual Youth Bike Rodeo 
The Bike Rodeo will be held on 
Wednesday, May 19th, at the 
Village Fire Station from 4:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  All kids ages 5 
and up are welcome.  Bikes helmets will again be 
donated by Habush, Habush & Rottier and Erco 
Worldwide will donate a boys and girls bicycle.  
Please remember that these business’ support 
safety in our community.    
 

Hydrant Flushing 
Spring hydrant flushing will take 
place on May 18th & May 19th.    
Please be aware that there may be 
some dirty water during this time. 
 



 

NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE ENGINEER
 
I would like to recognize and congratulate Steve 
Vechinski on his retirement at the end of 2009 and for 
his 39 years of service to the Village as the wastewater 
treatment plant operator and for many years as both the 
water and wastewater operator.  
Steve started working for the Village in October of 
1970 at what was then the new wastewater treatment 
plant. With a design life of 20 years, Steve did a great 
job maintaining the plant and keeping it running for 36 
years and oversaw the startup and operation the new 
current wastewater plant. Steve’s exceptional 
knowledge and ability to maintain all aspects of the 
plant saved the community lots of money over the 
years. Typically, when system process controllers fail 
or pumps wear out these items are highly technical to 
repair, so the services of an outside repair contractor 
are needed. Steve rebuilt pumps, made ceramic repairs 
on pump housings, serviced and made repairs to the 
electrical control panels, as well as trouble shooting 
and helping repair items at the water utility wells, the 
emergency warning sirens, and anything else 
mechanical not necessarily related to the wastewater 
treatment plant. 
The Village usually could not justify purchasing many 
machine shop tools, so if parts needed to be machined, 
Steve would often times unselfishly take the items 
home and use his own tools and metal lathe and do the 
fabrication.   Steve is still an active member of the Fire 
Department and for decades and still today services 
and maintains the fire department trucks and 
equipment. 
Thank you for your service and congratulations on 
your retirement, Steve. You’ve certainly earned it. 
 

 
 

 
Across the state, water and wastewater operators are in 
short supply and the retirement of a good operator can 
result in significant challenges, especially for small 
utilities. For several years the Village has anticipated 
the need for succession planning and the necessity for 
good, qualified water and wastewater operators. Jim 
Leiser, our Water Utility operator, is also a fully 
certified wastewater operator and has been able to fill 
in as head operator during the current transition. For 
the past several years, Ben Martinson has been 
working as a relief operator, is now the regular plant 
operator, and will be the head wastewater operator as 
soon as his training and certification process is 
complete.  Our normal weekend rotation included 
Steve, Jim, Ben, and our foreman, Delno Stewart. 
Because of the diversity, experience, and dedication of 
all of our staff, the Village is extremely fortunate that 
the transition to a new wastewater operator has been 
smooth and the plant is running well within all DNR 
requirements.

 
SUMP PUMPS 

Residents with sump pumps please take note: Your 
sump pumps MUST NOT discharge into the Village 
sanitary sewer system.  Every gallon of clear water 
pumped into the wastewater system reduces the capacity 
of the plant.  Due to potential costs and the Village’s 
sewer ordinance, anyone caught pumping into their floor 
drain will receive a citation and possible fines of over 
$200 so please direct your sump pump water out onto a 
well drained yard or the street.  Inspections can be 
requested without prior notice. 
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ERCO Worldwide recently announced the 
successful completion of their 138 million dollar 
expansion and conversion project.  This represents a 
significant achievement in that they have stopped 
the use of mercury in their manufacturing process.  
The project increases their production capacity by 
25 percent and improves electrical efficiency by 25 
to 30 percent.  In the two years since the project was 
announced, they have increased their staffing by 14 
percent.  The project is anticipated to increase the 
life of the facility by 25 to 30 years. 

Article submitted by Geoff R. Bertin-ERCO Plant Manager 

 

 
Steve Vechinski (left) and Ben Martinson (right) checking 
the biological operation of the wastewater treatment plant. 



 

Update from the Fire Department 
Spring is just around the corner. Remember to be careful 
with outdoor burning. If a fire gets away you can be held 
responsible for suppression cost and damages. Be safe, 
get a burning permit and use common sense. 
This past year the Port Edwards Fire Fighters 
Association made two major purchases with funds from 
our fund raisers. The first purchase was a defibulator for 
the First Responders. This unit monitors blood pressure, 
blood oxygen levels, monitors heart rhythm and delivers 
a shock if needed.  It also prints out the information for 
the ambulance crew. The second purchase replaced our 
Hurst Jaws of Life that was 30+ years old with a new 
and safer unit from Hurst. The new rescue tools are 
lighter and faster than our old unit. The Firefighters 
Association donated $22,000 and the Village paid 
$3,200 from the fire department budget to make these 
equipment improvements happen. Last year we 
responded to 56 - Fire calls, 73 - 1st Responder calls for 
a total of 129 total calls. So you can see the equipment 
has already seen a lot of use in the community.  We 
thank you for your support at our annual fund raising 
events.  
We would also like to remind everyone to prepare for 
emergencies today. The recent earth quakes should be a 
reminder to all of us that the government cannot respond 
fast enough to help everyone. We need to be prepared to 
take care of ourselves until help arrives. A place to start 
is with an emergency supply kit. For information on 
these kits go to www.ready.gov or 
www.nfpa.org/disaster or contact us.  
Be safe and enjoy spring -Chief Tom Bartlett 
 

Street Lights 
The Village makes every effort to ensure that all the 
streetlights in town are working but we need your help. Please 
let us know anytime that you notice a streetlight that is not 
working or not working properly. If you have internet access, 
you can also report streetlight outages directly to Alliant 
Energy. Go to alliantenergy.com and at the top of the page 
select Utility Services.  Then at the bottom of the page select 
Storm and Outage Center. On the right side of the page select 
Report a Street Light Outage and then just fill in the required 
information. Its quick and easy, but if you prefer, don’t 
hesitate to give Kim a call at 887-3512 and she’ll make sure to 
get it reported. 
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As indicated in the property tax letter in December, 

 the Village increased the wastewater rates 
 effective January 1, 2010 

 to start with the billing dated April 1, 2010. 
The new rates are: Quarterly fixed fee: $16.25 

Volume fee per 100 cubic feet of water used: $6.22 

 
 

 

United States 
Census – 2010 
 
The 2010 Census is a count of everyone living in the 
United States and is mandated by the U.S. 
Constitution. 
 
The United States Postal Service (USPS) will deliver 
the 2010 Census questionnaires in March to every 
household and public sites are also available to pick 
up the questionnaires. 
 
Census data is used to distribute congressional seats to 
states, to distribute more than $435 billion in federal 
funds to local, state and tribal governments each year 
and to make decisions about what community services to 
provide. 
 
The 2010 Census questionnaire will be one of the 
shortest in history, consisting of 10 questions and taking 
about 10 minutes to complete. 
 
Strict laws protect the confidentiality of respondents and 
the information they provide.   
 
What census bureau data can tell us about our 
community: 
Is our community gaining or losing population? 
What is the age profile and household makeup? 
To what extent are households paying large shares of 
their incomes on housing? 
What is our community’s income/poverty profile? 
How is our community changing in terms of race and 
ethnicity? 
What are the characteristics of our community’s 
housing? 
What is the educational profile of our community? 
What share of our population has physical disabilities? 
How has our occupation and industry makeup changed? 
 
Further information on the 2010 Census may be 
obtained at: 
2010 Census - www.2010census.gov 
2010 Census Jobs - www.2010censusjobs.gov 
Toll Free Jobs Line – 1-866-861-2010 



 

Holiday Decorations 
By the time this brief note reaches 
your eyes, I hope that spring will be 
in the air.  I enjoy this time of year as 
winter draws to an end and spring is 
just around the corner.  Although our 
winter season was not particularly 
nasty this year and we welcome the 
warmth of the new season, I am 
writing to request your help with 
preparation for future winter seasons 
in the Village of Port Edwards.   
As you are aware, the municipality 
proudly displays holiday decorations 
throughout the village during the 
months of December and January 
each year.  These Holiday Displays 
include decorative lights on various 
trees in the municipal building 
courtyard, pole decorations on the 
downtown light poles and a nativity 
scene display near the corner of 3rd 
Street and Wisconsin River Drive. 
In the same manner that the seasons 
change, so are the times in which we 
live.  Some allege that our Holiday 
Display is too narrow in its focus 
and have mentioned the possibility 
of legal action.  The Village Trustees 
have discussed this concern and 
reviewed our options.  Rather than 
eliminate our Holiday Display, let us 
work together as a community to 
expand and enhance our display of 
seasonal cheer and good will.   
I am asking community members, 
civic groups, clubs and religious & 
secular organizations to please 
consider joining me in an effort to 
expand our Holiday Display, making 
it an attraction to be enjoyed for 
many years to come.  As you can 
imagine, this effort will take private 
funds and much work.  If you or your 
group is interested in assisting with 
the organization of this effort, please 
contact me at 887-3345.  Financial 
donations toward this endeavor 
should be made payable to the 
Village of Port Edwards and 
delivered to the Municipal Building. 
Thank you for your help and 
donations. 
Tim Jensen, Village Trustee 
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Garbage and Recycling 
Please remember to 
place your weekly 
garbage and bi-
weekly recyclables 
out for curbside 
pickup by 7:00 AM 
each day of pickup.  Garbage must 
be bagged or in cans.  Recycle 
pickup is every other week on your 
regular garbage day.  If you 
experience less than satisfactory 
service, please give us a call at the 
Municipal Building, 887-3512. 
 
Appliances will not be picked up by 
the crew or garbage collection.  You 
may take them to Veolia Cranberry 
Creek Landfill, Badger Iron & 
Metal, Nekoosa Auto Iron & Metal 
or Express Recycling or call D & K 
Recycling at 608-564-7387 to 
arrange a pick-up.  There is a fee for 
these services. 

 
 
 

Snowbirds and the Census  
Wisconsin residents who are wintering in 
another state should wait until they return 
to Wisconsin to complete the census 
information.  
 
For individuals who winter in another 
state, the 2010 census form does not 
offer clear instructions on how best to 
complete the form.  Snowbirds will 
receive pre-addressed questionnaires at 
both their winter residences and their 
temporarily unoccupied Wisconsin 
residence in March.  The U.S. Postal 
Service will not forward census forms, so 
many people are likely to fill out the 
questionnaire they receive at their winter 
home. 
 
In the past there were ways a Wisconsin 
resident could indicate that their primary 
residence was Wisconsin, but for the 
2010 Census, question 10 asks if a 
person sometimes lives elsewhere and, if 
so, “at a seasonal or second residence”.  
Even if respondents indicate a second 
residence, they will be counted in their 
wintering state population, as the data is 
not being transferred to their primary 
residence state.    
 
In May or June, when most snowbirds 
have returned, census takers will visit the 
Wisconsin homes that did not respond to 
the census.  If the dual homeowner tells 
the enumerator they completed a census 
form while living in their “out of state” 
residence, they will not be counted in 
Wisconsin, even if they live here most of 
the time. 
 
Respondents who wish to complete the 
census information at their wintering 
locations, should write “zero” for the 
number of April 1st residents and note 
“usual residence elsewhere” somewhere 
on the form.  Upon your return to 
Wisconsin complete a census form or 
wait until the census takers are 
completing their door-to-door 
canvassing.  Remember that as a 
Wisconsin resident you “lived” at your 
primary residence on April 1st, you were 
just away on an extended vacation. 
 
Please help share this information as 
Wisconsin and other northern states are 
at a real risk of losing population that 
rightfully belongs to them, along with 
seats in Congress and federal funds. 
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Spring Cleanup 
The Village takes pride in being a very clean community.  
Residents expect the Village government to enforce the rules 
when it comes to garbage, clutter, and vehicles. 
Please remember: 

·  Garbage, appliances, clutter, etc. is not permitted to 
be left in public view.  

·  Campers, boats, etc. must be parked and stored 
BEHIND or ALONG SIDE of houses.  They are not 
allowed to be parked in front of the house or on the 
street other than for actual loading or unloading. 

·  DOG FECES IS NOT YARD WASTE. Raking dog 
feces into grass piles for the village crew to pick up 

will not be tolerated. Residents doing 
so will be referred to the Police 
Department. 

Leaf, Grass and Brush Pickup 
As the winter ends and we start to get outside 

again, please remember the following: 
On a weekly basis, the crew will pick up grass that is properly  
placed.  Typically grass pickup is on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

PLEASE NOTE: Brush will be picked up on the same week 
as recycling. 

Please be conscientious when placing waste at the curb.  Be 
sure no foreign objects, such as stones, metal, etc. are mixed in 
with the waste.  One piece of metal can completely ruin a $300 
set of chipper blades.   Repairing  equipment takes time and 
money and  results in delays in picking up waste so PLEASE 
BE CAREFUL.  

·  All brush and grass must be placed on the 
boulevard area behind the curb. 

·  Grass and leaves must be placed separate from brush. 
·  Brush must be stacked neatly with the cut end facing 

the street. 
·  Roots must be removed and placed separately from 

the branches. 

The Village generates many tons of compostable material each 
year.  If you need compost or wood chips, please contact the 
Municipal Building to arrange delivery of the material.  
Delivery is free to Village residents. 
Shelter Reservations 
Reservations for the Ripple Creek Park outside shelter and 
Edwards-Alexander Memorial Park enclosed and outside 
shelters can be made by calling the Municipal Building at 887-
3512. 
Current prices for using the Enclosed Shelter are: 

·  Resident fee without kitchen         $100.00 
·  Resident fee with kitchen              $125.00 
·  Non-resident fee without kitchen  $125.00 
·  Non-resident fee with kitchen       $150.00 

A $25.00 refund will be issued if the building is left clean. 

Residents can reserve the outside shelters free of charge while 
non-residents are charged $35.00 to use them. 
�
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Port Edwards Water Utility Rates 
 

The Public Service Commission requires that water rates be published semi-annually.  The following rates took effect on March 9, 2009: 

Quarterly Service Charge:       Quarterly Service Charge for Sprinkling Meter: 
5/8”  meter - $  12.75           3”  meter - $172.20    5/8”  meter - $   5.40    
1”     meter - $  31.89  4”  meter -  $283.81    1”     meter - $ 10.50 
1 ½   meter - $  63.78  6”  meter -  $538.92    1 ½” meter - $ 21.00 
2”     meter - $  89.29         2”     meter - $ 28.00 

Plus Volume Charge: 
   First   25,000 cubic feet used each quarter - $1.10 per 100 cubic feet     
   Next 375,000 cubic feet used each quarter - $0.99 per 100 cubic feet 
   Over 400,000 cubic feet used each quarter - $0.74 per 100 cubic feet 

Billing:  Bills for water service are rendered quarterly and become due upon issuance following the period for which service is rendered.  A 
late payment charge of 3 percent but not less than 50 cents will be added to bills not paid within 20 days of issuance.  This one time 3 percent 
late payment charge will be applied to any unpaid balance for the current billing period’s usage. This late payment charge is applicable to all 
customers.  The utility customer may be given a written notice that the bill is overdue no sooner than 20 days after the bill is issued, and, 
unless payment or satisfactory arrangement for payment is made within the next ten days, service may be disconnected pursuant to Chapter 
PSC 185, WI Admin. Code. 

 

New Wisconsin 534 Area Code 
 

To ensure a continuing supply of 
telephone numbers in our area the 
Public Service Commission of 
Wisconsin (PSC) has approved the 

addition of the 534 area code to the geographic 
region currently served by 715. The new Wisconsin 
area code of 534 will share the same region as the 
existing 715 area code. 
 
What does this mean to us? Everyone who has an 
existing number in the 715 calling area will keep 
their number but any new numbers distributed in the 
near future will be given the 534 prefix for their 
number.  Thus there will eventually be two different 
area code prefixes in our area. 
 
To accommodate these changes you need to adjust 
your dialing habits. To complete local calls (even a 
call to your neighbor next door), the new dialing 
procedure requires callers to dial the full 10-digit 
telephone number. This means that all calls from the 
715 area code that are currently dialed with 7 digits 
will need to be dialed using the area code + 7-digit 
telephone number. This same procedure will be 
followed for numbers issued with the 534 prefix. 
When dialing long distance calls, the procedure will 
remain the same with callers dialing 1 + area code + 
7-digit telephone number. 
 

 
When will these changes go into effect? Effective 
immediately, you should begin using the new dialing 
procedure whenever you place local calls from the 
715 area code. If you forget and use the old dialing 
procedure of 7 digits, your call will still be 
completed but beginning July 17, 2010, you must 
use the new dialing procedure for all local calls. 
After this date, if you do not use the new dialing 
procedure, your call will not be completed and a 
recording will provide instruction on how to 
redial your call. 
 
What else to consider? You will need to change any 
preprogrammed numbers including phones, fax 
machines, life safety systems, internet dialup 
numbers, alarm & security systems, speed dialers, 
call forwarding settings, voice mail services and 
similar functions.  Remember to consider your web 
sites, stationeries, personal checks, contact 
information and your ID tags to ensure the area code 
is included. 
 
All numbers like 211 & 911 that are currently 
available in our area will still be dialed with just 
three digits.  
 
Also, the 920 area code to our southeast will be 
undergoing these same changes with a new area code 
of 274 being added to their region. 
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April 1 Parking Restrictions, no longer in effect and parking on the streets is allowed 
 
April 6 Election Day, 
��
 �at the Fire Station, 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 6 Edgewater Haven Auxiliary sponsored night of games, 16 games of bingo with prizes and 

light lunch, 7:00 p.m.   Everyone is invited. 
 
April 7 Port Business Council, Alexander House, 7:00 a.m. 
 
April 13 Village Board Meeting, Municipal Building, 7:00 p.m.  
  
May 4 Edgewater Haven Auxiliary sponsored night of games, 16 games of bingo with prizes and 

light lunch, 7:00 p.m.   Everyone is invited. 
 
May 5 Port Business Council, Alexander House, 7:00 a.m. 
 
May 11 Village Board Meeting, Municipal Building, 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 15 Village Garage Sale, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
May   15 Fire Station Open House, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
May 19 Bike Rodeo  at Fire Station, All kids ages 5 and older are welcome, 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 
June    1 Edgewater Haven Auxiliary sponsored night of games, 16 games of bingo with prizes and 

light lunch, 7:00 p.m.   Everyone is invited. 
 
June 2 Port Business Council, Alexander House, 7:00 a.m. 
 
June   8 Village Board Meeting, Municipal Building, 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 15 Sprinkling Restrictions go into effect 
 
June 18 Port Edwards Fire Department Street Dance, food will be served starting at 5:00 p.m. and 

music by “SHAMELESS” will be from 7:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
 
Aug   14 Port Edwards Community Fun Fest – Car Crui se – Edwards Alexander Park 
   The car cruise will be bigger and better this year and will end with an ice cream social at 

the Methodist Church. For details, go online to PortEdwardsWI.com and look for Special 
Events. 

Aug   15 Port Edwards Community Fun Fest, 9:00 a.m.  to 10:00 p.m . – Edwards Alexander Park    
Activities throughout the day will include a craft show, car show, children’s games, tractor 
show, car cruise, swim-o-ree, and live music and dancing.  Refreshments will be available 
throughout the day.  The event celebrates the community and will help raise money for 
the Family Center and Port Edwards Lions Club.  Details can be found at 
PortEdwardsWI.com under Special Events. 

 
Does your organization or church have an event you would like publicized?  Submit it for the next 
Village newsletter by stopping at the Municipal Building or calling 887-3512 for more information. 
 
 


